[A case of advanced gastric adenocarcinoma with mild elevation of serum SCC that responded remarkably to adjuvant chemotherapy of ADM, CDDP, ETP and 5-FU (ACVF)].
A 65-year-old man was referred to our hospital because of weight loss. Endoscopic examination and computed tomography (CT) revealed an advanced gastric cancer with multiple abdominal lymph node swellings. Distal partial gastrectomy was performed but lymph node resection was not done, since it was not thought to be curative. Adjuvant chemotherapy was performed for 4 courses with a regimen of ADM 20 mg/m2 day 1, CDDP 50 mg/m2 day 1, ETP 100 mg/day days 3-7, 5-FU 600 mg/m2 every other day on days 3-29. After 3 courses of ACVF therapy, the patient's serum CEA and SCC level normalized and the lymph node metastases became undetectable by CT scan. No severe side effects were observed at any time during the administration of these medications. In this case, serum SCC level was elevated even though histologic examination did not reveal squamous cell carcinoma but poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma. On immunohistochemical analysis, these tissues were stained diffusely with CEA, locally with AE1 + 3, and partially with PAS or Alcian blue. We speculate that this tumor could have developed the potency of SCC secretions without structural change into squamous metaplasia.